“The law of truth was in his mouth and iniquity was not found in his mouth, Mal. 2:6. 
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE CONDUCTS NATIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP SURVEY 


THE LOS ANGELES HILTON 


looks forward to welcoming the 
Women’s Division of the Church of God in Christ 
for its convention in May 1980 


3,000 ATTEND RITES FOR 


LEWIS, JR. 


by 
dames S. Tinney, Ph.D. 


Nearly 3,000 persons filled the 
Spacious auditorium of the 
Refreshing Spring Church of 
God in Christ, 6200 Riverdale 
Rd., Riverdale, Md., for the 
memorial service of the late 
Harvey Lewis, Jr., lifetime 
resident of the District and 
nationally-renowned musician, 
composer-arranger, minister, and 
professor. 


Lewis died of cancer on Jan. 9, 


at the age of 29, after being 
rushed to Howard University 
Hospital only hours earlier. 


So many persons crowded the 
Refreshing Spring Church that 
scores were turned away, unable 
to participate in the funeral, 
conducted on Jan. 12. One usher 
said, “After the aisles and 
hallways filled with people, the 
only thing we could do was lead 
hundreds in a circular path down 
to view the body, and then back 
and out the doors.” 


Refreshing Spring COGIC was 
chosen for the service since it is 
largest 


the sanctuary the 


Greetings in the name of Jesus 
Christ our soon coming King. 
Again it is a happy privilege as 
the General Secretary of our 
great Church to call attention to 
the latest development of our 
office. We have endeavored for 
the past several years to serve 
the needs of the Church in every 
way possible, to encourage and 
produce every possible project 
that will supply the information 
and respond to the needs of our 
Church and this generation. 
During the year of 1977, we 
were blessed to publish the 
‘77-78’ International Official 
Directory. A comprised volume 
listing the total rooster of 
Credital Holders of the Church 
of God in Christ throughout the 
world. Namely the Presiding 
Bishop, General Board, National 
Officers, Bishops, Supervisors, 
Pastors, Elders, License Ministers 
and Missionaries, and the names 
of the local Churches. It was a 


tremendous task of all the 
leaders in the _ various 
jurisdictions. 


Again in 1978, the office of the 
General Secretary was successful 
in compiling a Official Church 
Directory, listing the Church by 


HARVEY 


denomination has it the area. It 
seats more than 2,000, and was 
recently purchased from the 
First Baptist Church of 
Riverdale-the largest 
congregation of any faith in the 
metropolitan area. But even this 
was not large enough. 


The same scene was evident the 
night of the wake, Friday, Jan. 
11, when the line extended from 
the street, through the church, 
and out again, for more than 
three hours. The wake was held 
at Star of Bethlehem Church of 
God in Christ, 11th and V Sts. 
N.W., where Lewis, Jr. served as 


assistant pastor and _ choir 
director. His father, the Rev. 
Harvey Lewis, Sr., is pastor 
there. 


Persons came from a dozen 
states, including Pennsylvania, 
New York, Michigan, and other 
places, not counting family 
members. Telegrams were read 
from a dozen more states. 


“Harvey was not just a star; he 
was a super-star,”” one speaker 
said at the funeral. Bishop 
Samuel Kelsey, presiding prelate 
of the Diocese of the District of 
Columbia for COGIC, gave the 
eulogy. He said, “This young 
man has touched more people in 
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name in the various cities in each 
jurisdiction. This process has 
been very useful not only to the 
clergy but to lay persons alike 
traveling in various sections of 
America, who desire to know 
where COGIC Churches are 
located. 


The utility in demand for these 
published by our office may be 
measured by the fact that they 
were a sale-out before we could 
supply the demands of persons 
wanting them. We are at present 
in the process of preparing the 
*80-81’ Official Directory as 
required by the Internal 
Revenue Service in order the 


; 
= 


maintain our tax exempt status 


as a Church. It is imperative that 
this volume be as accurate and as 
thorough as possible. We are 
therefore calling upon every 
Jurisdictional Bishop and 
Supervisor to respond 
immediately to the letter of 
request from our office for the 
submission of your most current 
and accurate role of Credital 
Holders. 


Hundreds of dollars are lost by 
our office on returned mail 
because of incorrect addresses. 
We hope that diligence and care 
would be exercised in preparing 
your role, so that our records 
may be correct and complete. 
Please have roles typed written 
and alphabitized by categories if 
at all possible. Also do not get 
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CONGREGATION 


HOMELESS 


Fire destroyed the building that 
was home for the All Nations 
Church of God in Christ on Nov. 
21, the day before Thanksgiving. 


Now, Pastor Phillip Porter and 
his congregation face rebuilding 
decisions. One major hurdle is 
finances. Insurance proceeds 
from the fire will cover only 
about one-third the cost of 
rebuilding on the present site of 
the burned out church at 
Kalamath and W. 10th Ave. 


Then there are considerations of 
shrinking property values in the 
location, plus a relatively small 
number of neighborhood 
families being served by the 
church. Providing adequate 
parking for current code 
requirements would also be a 
problem, Pastor Porter adds. 


Since the fire, the pastor and his 
congregation have been able to 


use facilities of Primera Iglesia 
Bautista (First Spanish Baptist 
Church) just a block away at 


900 Kalamath, alternating 
service times with that 
fellowship. 


But Pastor Porter is feeling the 
pressure to take steps toward a 
new home for the church. Asked 
if his congregation had remained 
faithful following the fire, he 
said “So far we’re all right, but 
I’m feeling anxious’’ to 
announce rebuilding plans. 


The congregation had moved to 
the Kalamath church just a year 
and a half ago, after worshipping 
in several different west Denver 
locations in the church’s 16 year 
history. 


In the beginning “our interest 
was in serving the west Denver 
community,”’ Pastor Porter says 
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the editor. 


Ghe Whole Gruth 


GUEST EDITORIAL 


HOW PATRIOTIC SHOULD 
CHRISTIANS BE? 

by 
ROGER WILLIAM THOMAS 


(Conclusion) 


BOTH POLITICAL POLES ERR 


The refusal to acknowledge the 
sinfulness of men is at the heart 
of many comtemporary political 


problems. The ‘“‘liberal’’ 
pu.:tican whose views are 
governed by his humanist 


leanings is conviriced that man is 
inherently good. And so, when 
much of the money and the 
well-intended programs end up 
lining the pockets of those who 
need it least, everyone asks, 
“Why?” Jeremiah knew: “The 
heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately corrupt” 
(Jer. 17:9.) 


Interestingly enough, the refusal 
to acknowledge the sinfulness of 
men is also basic to much 
conservative political theory. 


Robert Welch, leader of the well 
known John Birch Society, 
wrote a document outlining the 


Birch’s Society views on 
Opposing communism and 
socialism. One of the 


fundamental tenets of his entire 
political philosophy is the belief 
that “the government that 
governs least is the government 
that governs best.” He insists 
that “the kind and quality of 
government is not as important 
as the quantity of government.” 
Vital to this view of government 
is Birch’ contention that man is 


inherently good. He calls this 


“the upward reach of man”--an 
evolutionary process. According 
to Welch, all that is needed to 
solve society’s problems is for 
the government to get out of the 
way and let individual men go 


about their own _ business 
without governmental 
interference! 


Both the “‘liberal” who thinks 
that sinful bureaucrats can solve 
all the world’s problems and the 
conservative who thinks that 
individual sinners unrestrained 
or uninhibited by governmental 
control will prevent the 
problems are wrong! Men are 
not perfect angels who can do 
no wrong! Because of this God 
ordains governments to maintain 
order and justice. 


All of the preceeding principles 
are anticipated, as it were, in 
Romans 12, where Paul, expiains 
the qualities and characterists 
that make up the consistent 
Christian life. The tendency of 
most Christians to deal 
separately with Romans 12 and 
13 explains much of the 
confusion concerning the 
interpretation and application of 
13:1-7, for it is chapter 12 that 
sets the stage for chapter 13. 


What factors unmistakably mark 
the Christ-like life? First, the 
Jesus follower is a 
non-conformist (Rom. 12:2.) He 
is one who is willing to stand 
against the status quo. Francis 


Schaffer is right when, in the 
Church at the end of the 20th 
Century, he says, “Christianity 
today is not conservative but 
revolutionary. . .If we want it to 
be fair, we must teach the young 
to be revoluntionaries, 
revolutionaries against status 
quo.” 


There is nothing more 
revolutionary in a materialistic 
and militaristic culture than 
loving and feeding your enemy! 
(Rom. 12:20-21.) 


But the Jesus-follower must be 
more than a non-conformist. He 
must also be a_ transformed 
non-conformist (Rom. 12:2.) 
The only way a person can live a 
Christ-like life is through the 
power of Christ in him (Gal. 
2:20.) 


If we say a pagan can not be 
forced to live like a Christian by 
legislation, we must also say that 
a Christian shouldn’t need 
legislation to convince him to 
live like’ a Christian. I can 
understand a pagan being a 
racist, a liar, a theif, or lacking 
compassion for the poor, but I 
dare not excuse the Christian 
who does the same thing. If I 
take Jesus final commission 
seriously, I will not only preach 
and baptize but also teach and 
do all that He commanded 
(Matt. 28:18-20.) Luther 
declared. . .“if you preach the 
gospel in all its aspects with the 
exception of the issues which 
deal specifically with your time 
you are not preaching the gospel 
at all.” 


I should never be surprised when 
laws fail to significantly alter 
pagan attitudes and actions. But 
I must always expect something 
else from a Christian. This is the 
challenge of the transformed 
life. 


From this flows a third mark of 
the Christ-like life. The 
Jesus-follower must be a doer of 
good (Rom. 12:9-18.) Paul 
makes it unmistakably clear that 
while believers are not saved by 
good works (Eph. 2:8-10.) This 
truth comes through especially 
clear in those. New Testament 
passages that deal with the 
Christian’s relationship to the 
government. Both Peter and Paul 
were very concerned that 
Christians be famous for their 
love. The apostles warned the 
saints to expect trouble with the 
government. But they were to 
make sure that the trouble 
didn’t result from _ being 
troublemakers (Rom. 12:18-21; 
I Pet. 4:14-16.) Christians were 
(and are) to be doers of 
good-constantly on the offensive 
against suffering and evil (Rom. 
12:21.) 


Because of this, a Christian dares 


never @gllow his faith to 
Continued on page 7 
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Bishop J. O. Patterson 
Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ - 


OPEN LETTER FROM THE PRESIDING BISHOP 


My Dear Fellow Saints, 


“TI wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health 
even as thy soul prospers.”’ \ 


In the past few years of my humble tenure as your chief servant, 
my heart’s desire for our great church has been the fulfillment of 
the divine will in my personal dreams concerning Saints Center. 
And, my heart has been warmed by the many liberal souls who 
have given freely unto the Lord-out of their abundance as well as 
out of their poverty. 


The realization of our dream lies just over the horizon because 
God has mobilized an innovative and unique faith-approach to 
grant us an unprecendented measure of success. We are on the 
verge of victory; but we cannot rapidly arrive without your strong 


support. 


Somehow, God has situated us in this world in a way that keeps | 
us directly dependent on each other. We need to go forward, but 
we can only do it together. We are doing fer more than just | 
erecting edifices. The positive realization of the very mission of 
God’s church is largely dependent upon how well His people 
work together. And, how well we progress unitedly is a direct 
measure of our love for God. 


Decide now to directly participate in the propagation of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ by sharing with Him that which he has i 
shared with you. I challenge you, in the humblest possible 
manner, to assume your rightful personal “Faith Share” in the 
future world-wide outreach ministry of our great church. Good 
Stewardship is the Key to our:success. 


Be a partner for progress-by Faith. Let us build Saints | 
Center-together with God-with the individual and collective i 
resources that He has granted us. 


May God bless you richly, 
J. O. Patterson 


Presiding Bishop 
Church of God in Christ 


The Beginning of Saints 
Center is here.... 
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WHO DOES GOD JOIN 
TOGETHER? 


Who does God join together? 
God joins together two eligible 
persons of the opposite sex, 


Gen. 1:27, 28, who have 
command of their mental 
faculties. 


Who is eligible? Any female that 
has passed through the flower of 
her age (entered into ladyhood) 
I Cor. 7:36;: not married, 
engaged, separated or divorced. 
Any male who is not engaged, 
married, separated or divorced 
Matt. 5:32. 


We must remember that God 
deals with the human family as a 
free moral agent. It is man’s 
choice to determine his destiny. 
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WHO DOES GOD JOIN TOGETHER? 
(Whole Truth about Marriage, Remarriage, Divorce) 


by 


ELDER J. R. RAMSEY, III 
Pastor-Bible Way COGIC-Everett, Wash. 


In Genesis 3:22 God said, “man 
has become as one of us 
knowing good from evil.” From 
this point on, God had to 
respect man’s decision. However, 
this did not alter God’s laws and 
principles. It is God’s desire that 
in all our ways we acknowledge 
Him and allow Him to direct our 
paths. Proverbs 3:6. This does 
not mean that God will speak to 
us in a divine or supernatural 
manner, however, He does 
reserve the right to do so; But 
many times He leads us through 
His Word, written or spoken. 
However He leads us, the choice 
is still ours to make. Joshua 
24:22. The outcome of our 
choice will not be determined by 
our sincerity, intelligence or 
ignorance, Rom. 10:2, 3, but 
rather by God’s laws and 


GOD CALLED OUT PEOPLE 
by 


ELD. 
HAMMONDS, 


“Let’s go to the CHURCH; Our 
church is the largest Black 
Pentecostal CHURCH in the 
world; My!, we sure did have 
CHURCH last Sunday.” How 
often have you heard phrases 
like these? Because of the use 
and misuse of the word 
“church,” let us examine the 
New Testament for a clear 
picture of what a church 
actually is. 


The word “church” in the New 
Testament Greek is ekklesia 
(ek-lay-SEE-ah.) This word is a 
compound word from ek-out 
and klesia-to call. So putting 
these two words together we 
have ekklesia meaning the called 
out people, the called out ones, 
the assembly, the congregation. 
This group has been called out 
of the darkness of sin into that 
beautiful shining light of the 
countenance of His Son (I Peter 
2:9.) The word ekklesia or 
“church” in the New Testament 
does not mean a building, a 
denomination or a_ worship 
service, it points only to those 
called out people of God. 


However, in the New Testament 
this word is used in two ways: 
there is the LOCAL church and 
the UNIVERSAL church. The 
local church is that immediate 
group of individuals in a given 
place that has its own worship 
and rules of operation (Matt. 
18:17; Acts 8:1; I Cor. 1:2; Gal. 
1:2; and many other passages, 
perhaps most of the usages of 
the word are in this manner.) We 
have called this local assembly 
also by the name “visible 
church,” meaning that this is the 
church that we can observe with 
our eyes. From some passages 
we can even see that a “church” 
can be in a house. (Rom 10:5; 
Col. 4:15; Philemon 2.) The 


KENNETH 


B.A., M. DIV. 


universal church is that total 
group of individuals in Christ 
from all ages. The scriptures use 
the term “Body” or “Body of 
Christ” of which Body Christ 
alone is Head. (Matt. 16:18; 
Eph. 1:22; 5:23-32; Col. 1:18, 
24.) The local church are these 
professing Christ, the universal 
church however, are those 
possessing Christ and Christ 
possesses them. We also call this 
church the “invisible church,” 
meaning the church that we 
cannot see with the natural eye. 


It is stated by Pentecostal 
Continued on page 6 


principle that all who are not 
saved. II Peter 3:9. It is God’s 
laws and principle that all who 
are not saved shall burn in hell’s 
fire. Rev. 20:14, 15. 


Neither our sincerity nor 
ignorance will alter God’s law. 
Rom. 2:6. God had endowed 
man with will and intellect, and 
the power of choice, Joshua 
24:22 and God has to recognize 
man’s decisions, whether right or 
wrong. His law is only affected 
by eligibility. 


Notice I Cor. 6:16: ‘What? 
Know ye not that He which is 
joined to an harlot is one body 
(one flesh)?” “For two, saith 
He, shall be one flesh” (Gen. 
2:24.) Now notice verse 15: 
“Know ye not that your bodies 
are the members of Christ? Shall 
I then take the members of 
Christ and make them the 
members of an harlot? God 
forbid.” God disapproves of 
saints marrying sinners; as it is 
written in I Cor. 7:39--only in 
the Lord.’’ But God’s 
disapproval does not affect 
God’s law of matrimony. Paul 
uses God’s statement in ‘Gen. 
2:24, “they shall be one flesh.” 
To substantiate this, remember 
the choice is still ours. 


WHEN ARE TWO PEOPLE 
JOINED TOGETHER? 


When, if at all, does God join us 
together in matrimony? Is it 
prior to the ceremony, during 
the ceremony, or after we have 
lived together for a number of 
years, to see how well we adjust? 
If it is prior to, or during the 
ceremony, and I believe it is, 
then we are robbed of the 


OLD AGE 
by 


luxury of having to make this 
decision later. We who are 
getting divorces, those who are 
performing them, as well as 
condoning them, will have to 
give account to God. 


Let us consider the first marital 
couple. God did not give Adam 
the privilege to wait and see how 
Eve was going to work out, 
before getting his confession 
that “she is bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh.”’ Neither 
does the preacher, official nor 
God gives you the privilege to 
wait and see how well your 
partner is going to work out 


Page 3 


before getting your confession 
that: [ll take this man/woman, 
to be my lawful wedded partner, 
in sickness and in health, for 
richer or poorer, for better or 
for worse, until death do us part; 
and neither does those persons 
performing your wedding, wait 
before they pronounce you man 
and wife. 


Both the Bible and common 
sense dictates to us that it is at 
the ceremony that we are joined 
together and that the bond is as 
perpetual as Adam and Eve’s 
except for fornication. (Act 
committed before marriage.) 


COGIC MINISTER SPECIAL 
GUEST AT WHITE HOUSE 


Elder Cleophas Hall, Sr. and 
Sister Estella Hall of Faith 
Church of God in Christ, 
Indianapolis, Indiana were 
invited to the White House to 
attend a reception in honor of 
Pope John Paul II by President 
and Mrs. Carter. Elder Hall is the 
State President of the Youth 
Dept. in Indiana North, under 
the leadership of Bishop W. O. 
Blakely. Elder and Sis. Hall left 
expecting to talk to both the 
President and the Pope. 


This is the second time for Elder 
Hall to receive an invitation 
from the President. He recently 
was invited to attend the energy 
briefing that was given to key 
clergy around the country. The 
clergy were sent for to give the 
churches view on that social 
situation. 


Besides pastoring, Elder Hall is a 
gospel preacher who has ran 


DONALD QUILLEN 


Some years ago when I resided 
in Los Angeles a group of us 
were in attendance at one of 
your more emotional 
pentecostal services. Observing 
at the close of the service, the 
usual invitation given, an old 
gentleman (barely able to walk) 
came sideling down the aisle to 
give his heart to God. What 
fantasy prevailed as the church 
worshipped, shouting and 
rejoicing over this ‘old sinner’ 
who found God before it was 
too late. 


The old gentleman was given a 
chance to express himself. To 
testify. In a whispering voice he 
said, “I have done everything I 
wanted to do in the world. I 
drunk alcohol, til I can’t stand it 
anymore. Now I wants to serve 
the Lord.” 


Immediately, I said to myself 
the dear brother can’t do 
anything and now on his last leg 
he turns to God. What mockery! 


PART I 


Would not it had been better if 
the brother had turned to God 
in the days of his youth while he 
had the capability to really serve 
the Lord. Now he comes broken, 
frighten of death, to escape the 
wrath of God. There was 
nothing he could do for God, I 
thought. 


Isn’t it awful that too many of 
us think about the aged as 
useless. We live in a society 
where the emphasis is placed on 
youth and consequently nobody 
wants to get old. We try to run 
from old age. 


Jack Botwinick in a work titled 
AGING AND BEHAVIOR, a 
comprehensive integration of 
research findings said, “Life can 
hardly be pleasant if attitudes all 
around suggest negatives, 
especially when these are neither 
necessary not even true. 
Withdrawal is a natural response 


in such an environment. People 
do not want to be old, it seems, 
at least as judged by four 
different surveys of persons over 
60 years of age... It was found 
that the majority of people 
considered themselves 
“*middle-aged;’ it was only 
among those over 65 that there 
was any noticeable tendency to 
identify themselves as “old” or 
“elderly” 


We see all around us this 
tendency to escape old age. 
Your cosmetic industry has 
flourished off the premise that 
they have the secret of 
perpetuating youth. We tint or 
dye our hair to hide the gray. We 
put on mud packs and facial 
make-up to hide the wrinkles 
and even have face-lifts to 
tighten the skin. It use to be 
wigs for just women, now the 
men who are going bald or are 
bald wear them to replace their 
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revivals througn-out the United 
States. This year along more 
than three hundred have been 
saved in his meetings and 
seventy-eight have received the 
Holy Ghost. Through his 
ministry the deaf, blind, and 
cripple have been healed by the 
power of God. 


Sister Hall works for 
Indianapolis Pre-schools as a 
caseworker in the social work 
dept. She says she enjoys her 
work. She is able to see the 
condition of the world today 
and how young people are living, 
because of this her commission 
from Christ to go out into all the 
world is made easier. She 
believes the problems of the 
world are clearer to her and as 
every day that goes by that Jesus 
is the way. 


Elder and Sis. Hall are the 
parents of nine children, all of 
whom are in the church. His two 
eldest sons are Graduates of 
Mason Seminary in Atlanta, 
Georgia having received master 
of Divinity from our church’s 
school. Four of their children 
attend Indiana University in 
which one will graduate this 
year. One is now in a vocational 
school -and the youngest in the 
family is in attendance at Saints 
Academy. One child is deceased. 
Elder and Sis. Hall believe that 
their greatest blessing has been 
their children. 


This has been a banner year for 
Elder Hall because the gifts given 
to him by God have open 
spiritual and natural doors. His 
gifts have brought him before 
both the small and the great, the 
weak and the powerful, the poor 
and the rich, and in every case 
he has lifted up Jesus. 


God bless you, Elder and Sister 
Hall, Faith C.0.G.LC. loves you. 


Church Reporter 
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MOTHER LILLIAN COFFEY 
STORY 


A Tribute to the memory of 
our Founder, Bishop 
Charles H. Mason 


My first rememberance. of 
Bishop Charles Harrison Mason 
is when I was a wee little girl. He 
was invited (as I was told) into 
our home by my grandfather 
who was a Baptist minister. He 
had _ previously met Brother 
Mason (as he was, then called) in 
Arkansas. 


Bishop Mason started his Church 
in Memphis and when they 
wanted a Sunday School in their 
Church Tent just across the 
street from where we were 
living, 329 South Wellington St. 
I, along with other 
neighborhood children, was 
carried to the services. 


I liked the singing and soon 
learned to sing the songs in my 
childhood manner. I remember 
them singing, “Jesus is a Rock in 
a weary Land” and I thought 
they were saying, “Jesus is 
rocking in a weary land.” 


I did not know who Jesus was 
and did not understand anything 
about it. But Brother Mason 
would take up so much time 


VIEWPOINT 


TALKING WITH ELDER 
FORREST LOWE 


Saved for only nine years, Elder 
Forrest Lowe has made an 
emphatic impact on the Los 
Angeles community and the 
world. Almost single-handedly 
he has organized one of the best 
jail ministries in the religious 
arena. Forrest Lowe’s ministry is 
a success simply because ‘he’s 
been there.’ His life proves in 
essence the old adage, 
“experience is the best teacher.” 


Elder Lowe’s life indeed was 
shaped by the hands of the 
Almighty God Himself. Reared 
by his grandmother Mother Lula 
Bailey, the first woman allowed 
to go to Central Jail in Los 
Angeles .to witness. Elder Lowe 
spent many hours in juvenile 
centers doing time for petty 
crimes. Brought up in this 
Church of God in Christ home, 
he was too involved in street life 
to finish high school. 
Nevertheless God trained him in 
the Word and led him to read 
good books so that he eventually 
would be able to speak to the 
people. 


Often told as a young man by 
his grandmother, “If you don’t 
give your heart to Jesus, you 
won’t live to be thirty-five years 
old.” Elder Lowe denounced 
holiness and lived a life filled 
with gross sins. He mingled in 
the streets, used pills, and 
smoked weed. Prior to turning 
thirty-five years old, he found 
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with me and the other children 
in the home. I was always glad 
when he visited. 


As time went on -after the 
establishment of the Sunday 
School, Brother Mason came in 
one Sunday morning and taught 
us about Jesus in a childlike 
manner. He told us stories about 
Jesus as a little boy, how He 
would make little things like 
other little boys, but how Jesus’ 
little things would move around 
differently from the things of 
other boys making. He told us 
how Jesus loved His playmates. 
How He would pick them up 
and wipe the tears from their 
eyes when they would get hurt. 
He talked on and on until he 
would get to the part of the 
story where Jesus grew up when 
He became a man His friends 
killed Him. I felt so sorry in my 
heart that friends would do good 
Jesus that way. As he taught my 
little heart was touched. I began 
crying and said to Brother 
Mason, ‘I won’t do Him like 
that, I want Him to love me. 
That morning the Lord touched 
my little tender heart and saved 
me. I have been in this Church 
and Bishop Mason ever since. 


As I grew, he carried me into 


Jesus Christ. This is his humble 
yet amazing story: 


‘In August on Wednesday 
afternoon, seated at my living 
room table, I was disgusted, 
rejected, run down, run out and 
LOADED. I had wanted to join 
the Los Angeles Police 
Department, but was 
overweight. I had gone to my 
family doctor and he had 
prescribed pills-debutol-a weight 
controlling tablet which after 
one gets over the inital sickness 
of taking it provides a 
pleasurable “HIGH.” I was at 
the end of myself. A bottle of 
beer was in front of me, yet I 
could not get “HIGH.” The old 
things that the Devil was giving 
me weren’t working anymore. 
The Devil was finished with me 
then. He had sifted me and I was 
no more a threat to his kingdom. 
He was trying to take me out of 
the world. Fear gripped me. . .I 
was at the point of cutting off 
everything. I had come to 
destruction in my life. I cried 
out, “God I want to die.” There 
was no one in the room with me. 
The true conversion that I had 
was similiar to that of Apostle 
Paul.---I screamed, ‘“‘God take 
my life!’’. . .Nothing happened. 
My hands just seemingly went 
up and I said, “JESUS, I’M 
SORRY FORGIVE ME.” The 
glory of God came into the 
room so _ real. .. had no 
knowledge as to what was 
happening. My hands turned as 
though I was holding on to 
somebody else’s hand. I could 
feel the weight leave. I heard a 
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Lexington every summer to help 
Sister Mason with the babies 
Alice (baby sister as we called 
her) Mary, who has passed, and 
Tiny, who is now Mrs. Lelia 
Bias, manager of the cafeteria in 
our National Dining Room 
(Diets.) I was happy to take my 
vacation in their home. As I 
grew older and he preached I 
grew in knowledge and I traveled 
on the road with him and older 
sisters. I sang and read the Bible 
as he preached. He influenced 
me and saw to it that I read 
through the Bible once every 
year. It was hard reading with all 
my school work to do, but I had 
to do it eleven times. I had to 
continue this even after I was 
out of school. Yes, I was reading 
the Word of God which I loved 
so dearly. He exhorted me to 
live by the Word. He explained 
the Word to me. He was never 
too busy to take time with me. 


He was loving and tender with 
me, and seldom scolded me 
because I always tried to please 
him in everything. 


When my parents died, he 
became my earthly father. He 
inquired persistently and was 
interested to know how I was 
getting along, for they left some 
young children behind to be 
reared which I had brought to 
the big city of Chicago. It wasa 
blessing to sit for hours under 
his tutorship. I worked as 
any time of need, regardless of 
race or creed, his ever reaching 
out for lost souls, his concern 
about the needy; I pray that his 
spirit will be emulated in these 
he has left behind to lead us. 
Now that we have another 
Senior Bishop, let’s respect him, 
love, obey, and follow him! We 
all know him. He is a good man 
worthy of the promotion. (this 


chorus of thousands of voices 
over my head, and then I saw a 
light. My eyes flooded as though 
the Lord whispered ‘“You’re 
cleaned.” I wept for hours I 
experienced the presence of the 
Holy Ghost. Everything 
changed! Deep inside I knew 
that I was “NEW.” 


That very day Elder Lowe began 
his dynamic witnessing ministry. 
He walked to the corner 
laundromat and_ proclaimed, 
“JESUS IS ALIVE.” From 
there, he read the Bible 
throughout the neighborhood. 
Then he ventured to projects. 
Nine months later after receiving 
the baptism of the Holy Ghost, 
he heard the Lord speak to his 
heart, “CAMP FIRE.” (Camp 
Fire is a juvenile jail in the 
mountains near Los Angeles, 
where Elder Lowe had done 
time himself.) This was the 
beginning of his ever-growing 
prison ministry. Doors have 
steadily been opened. He has 
daily visitations to Los Angeles 
City Jail and has conducted a 
two-week revival in Germany. 
Currently he is in charge of the 
“JAIL MINISTRIES” in the 
CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 
MISSIONS DEPARTMENT. 
Elder Forrest Lowe is a beacon 
of strength and courage to the 
incarcerated because “he’s been 
there.” 
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she spoke referring to Bishop O. 
T. Jones.) 


Mother L. B. Coffey founded a 
house by the side of the road. . 
-The Lillian Brook Coffey Home 
in Detroit, Mich., it isa home of 
contentment for God’s people. 
A home where the motto is: 
“We make no excuse for the 
things which we have here, for 
that which we have the Lord has 
provided, and we are thankful.” 
And things in the Lillian Brook 
Coffey Home, are the best. 


secretary in his office for 
twenty-one years. Part of the 
time I assisted Sister Jesse 
Strickland, who was the 
Financial Secretary. I held that 
office until I was made National 
Mother. 


He knew I was interested in his — 


welfare and the welfare of his 
family. He would tell me about 
the work. During those days he 
would not allow me to be too 
idle. He often had me reading 
the Bible even while he slept in 
the office. I would complain at 
times for as other youngsters I 
wanted to go down in the 
basement and laugh and talk 
with the folks. He would often 
say to me, “Watch yourself for 
your future.” Someday you will 
lead the Women of this Church, 
and anything you do now will 
count heavily against your 
leadership. Now I cannot say 
that I was always too willing to 
obey, for I was young and full of 
life, but I put aside my will and 
heard what Bishop Mason had to 
say. He forbade me to remarry 
and told me it would slap when I 
wanted to teach God’s Pure 
Word. This I often wondered 
about, but he said do it and 
remain as I was, so I remained 
single until this day. 


I do not regret that I obeyed 
him, in that I had the privilege 
of following him all the way 
through the Church. He was my 
astor long before he received 
he Baptism of the Holy Ghost. I 
elieved every word he said. I 
believed in his Administration? I 
accepted all, it became a part of 
me. 
I stood by in those hours when 
he was slowly leaving us and 
prayed out ofa broken heart for 
God to leave this great man with 
us. One whom I had seen 
prophesy and his prophesies 
came to pass. Long before radio 
or television was know of, he 
told us that we would stand here 
and be heard and seen to the 
ends of the world. He took his 
odd roots and eggs and other 
things of nature and gave great 
revelations from them. Yes, and 
in addition to all this, he sang 
thousands of songs. Oh if we had 
only had ears to hear and have 
written his songs. It seemed that 
we didn’t realize that he would 
leave us someday. He counseled 
as no man I have ever heard. 
Few of his sons left the Church 
under his administration. I have 
seen him go in where there was 
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great confusion, and pray hours 
and hours. When he would get 
up the trouble was all over! He 
always kept some of his 
daughters near him, and would 
let the women of God work in 
the Church and make use of our 
God-given talents. He loved his 
sons and daughters! 


I have missed that sweet 
communion, and oh these years 
have been years of years to me! 
It was from his mouth that I 
received my orders of the day! 
As I consider his advice, his 
peaceable disposition, his 
kindness to everyone, his loving 
smile, his readiness to help at 
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Holy Greetings to the Saints 
everywhere. We bring you 
greetings from Jefferson Temple 
Church of God in Christ, 
Bellport, New York. The Lord 
hath done. great things for us 
where we are glad. Psalm 126:3. 


God has blessed our church in a 
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HOLY GHOST FIRE! 
by 
Johnie Lanois 


“. . »He shall baptize you with 
the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 
Luke 3:16 


For the wages of sin is death! 
Shouts an ols gospel crier. 

Come, sinners, to repentence! 
Pleads that Old Holy Ghost Fire. 


Now that Old Holy Ghost fire 
Will strengthen the inner man 
Then it lifts up a standard, 
Which rings out, ‘O, yes, I can! 


Giving access to the Father, 
It is then the real live-wire. 
Providing life and liberty 

Is that Old Holy Ghost Fire. 


Now that Old Holy Ghost Fire, 
Will make men full of power, 
It’s the source of true harvest, 
Leading to the ‘Strong Tower!’ 


Sealing until redemption, 
This policy won’t expire. 
Making free from sin and death, 
Live that Old Holy Ghost Fire! 
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MOUNT ZION COGIC 


The Mount Zion COGIC closed 
out their revivals in a victory 
shout of tremendous blessings 
from our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. The revival began on the 
18th day of November and 
lasted thru the 9th day of 
December, and highly blessed. 
Souls were saved, filled and 
baptized with God’s precious 
gift of the Holy Ghost, demons 
were cast out, backsliders were 
reclaimed, Saints were healed of 
illnesses, and the whole church 
was blessed with an increase of 
membership. 


Thanking God for his love, grace 
and power, we continue praising 
the Lord daily and forever. 


God has called one of our 
beloved sisters home. Our Sister 
Betty Graham, wife of our 
Deacon Emmett Graham. 


She has been a member of Mt. 
Zion COGIC since her arrival in 
Milwaukee in 1943. Betty was 
an active member in the local 
church, district and jurisdiction. 
She served as the Financial 
Secretary of Mt. Zion for many 
years, President of the Deacon’s 
Wives, Local President of the 
Y.W.C.C., President of the Mt. 
Zion Sunshine Band, and headed 
the Helping Hand Club of her 
local church. She was also 
Treasurer of the Mt. Zion Home 
and Foreign Mission and the 
Y.P.W.W. Department. She 
served as a licensed Deaconess 
Missionary and the Assistant 
teacher of the Women’s Sunday 
School class. 


Her district activities were 
numerous. She headed the 
Prince and Princess Club, was a 
member of the Lydia Circle and 
Director of the District Choir. 
She was State Program Director 
and was considered the Choir 
Mother for the State Choir, and 
Director of the State Missionary 
of the Women’s Department. 


She made her departure of this 
life on Saturday, December 8, 
1979. We all love and miss this 
great lady in Christ and are 
looking to our reunion in our 
Heavenly Home. 


Elder Eldridge Blakely, Pastor 


YOUTH IN ACTION CLUB 
REPORT 

District 3, North, Eastern 
La. 


The First Church of God in 
Christ, Covington, Outreach 
Department has a new addition. 
A Youth in Action Club was 
organized under the guidance of 
the Outreach Department in 
early January. The Club consists 
of young people from the ages 
of three to twenty-two. The 
motto of the Club is: “YOUNG 
PEOPLE CAN FIND 
EVERYTHING THEY NEED 
WITHIN THE CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST.” 


Bible teaching can be found at 
the First Church of God in 
Christ, Covington, every 
Tuesday night. The Lord has 
blessed through the Youth in 
Action Club. His blessing can be 
seen since a large number of 
young people can be found at 
the church each Tuesday evening 
waiting to hear God’s Word! 


Youth in Action not only 
quenches the thirst of the young 
people to learn about the Lord 
and His Word, but it also meets 
the need of young people to 
have social enjoyment. It is up 
to the church to sponsor social 
events so that our young people 
won’t have to turn to the world 
for enjoyment. Youth in Action 
believes that young people can 
enjoy wholesome activities and 
yet be saved. Each month a 
social activity is sponsored by 
the Youth in Action Club. 
Youth in Action also helps the 
community by sponsoring Tract 
and Hospital ministeries. 


The Bible says, “Train up a child 
in the way he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” (Proverbs 22:6.) That 
is the real aim of Youth in 
Action-to train our young 
people while they are young. 


Sis. M. Crutchfield, Y—A Club 
Outreach Reporter 

First Church, Covington, La. 
Elder James J. Quillen, Pastor 


Elder Howard Quillen, Jr. 
District Superintendent, Mrs. 
Mattie Bohanna District 
Missionary, Sis. June B. Paul, 
OUTREACH Director 


I am in prison in Chicago, 
Illinois. Since being here I have 
been attending many religious 
services. Upon doing this I 
accepted Christ as my Personal 
Saviour. It’s a truly remarkable 
experience. I never knew being 
saved could be so wonderful. I 
have truly realized how much we 
need Christ in our lives. I am 
attending Bible College 
(Emmuas Bible College.) After 
receiving my Salvation I decided 
I wanted to understand more 
about the Bible and_ it’s 
philosophy. I am studying very 
hard and also taking up 
Theology. 


I never knew a man could be so 
blessed behind bars. Some of the 
inmates here think I am crazy 
for Praising God. But they don’t 
understand. It seems to me, that 
he intended for me to come here 
so that I could receive the 
Salvation He had in store for me. 
Sometimes I start witnessing and 
the Holy Spirit actually moves 
upon me. I just can’t thank Him 
enough. 


I wish I could share my 
testimony with other young men 
and women. For I am truly glad 
the Lord bestored His Grace 
upon me. I know I sound like a 
Holy Roller to my sisters and 
brother, but this is the job ofa 
Christian, to be a witness for 
God. I wrote and told them 
about my wonderful conversion 
through Christ. I don’t know 
when I am getting out, therefore 
I’m leaving that up to the Will of 
God. I don’t even worry about 
it. I feel better than I ever felt in 
my life! 


I ask the prayers of the Saints 
every where, that I may continue 
witnessing for God and maintain 
His Fellowship and grow in His 
Grace and Salvation. I am in a 
constant fight with my old 
flesh-so I ask for intersession of 
prayer. 


May God Bless you and keep 
you in His Grace. 


Tyran Stovall 
Chicago, Ill. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


APRIL CALL MEETING 
April 8th-10th, 1980 
Memphis, Tenn. 


WOMEN’S CONVENTION 
May 13th-18th, 1980 
Los Angeles, Calif. 


UNAC 
July 7th-13th, 1980 
Miami, Florida 


My Dear Editor, 


This maybe an usual salutation; 
but if I may I would like to 
explain my feelings which is very 
true: (Romans 10:15) As it is 
written: “How beautiful are the 
feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring 
GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD 
THINGS! The Whole Truth 
Newspaper has brought good 
news down through the years; I 
KNOW because I read it from 
front to back and I find no 
fault: Sometimes I have to turn 
off my television when 
news-reports come on because 
they bring such BAD NEWS: 
But thank God for an Editor and 
Staff such as yourself who are 
willing TO GIVE. Matthew 10:8 


Jesus sent them forth, and 
commanded them saying 
‘Freely ye have received, 


FREELY GIVE. Your work is so 
blessed and I feel its blooms 
have blossomed because you 
“OBEYED and it makes you 
very DEAR.” 


I wish so much to be obeident 
because I love the Lord and He’s 
dear to me; But I must say I 
have not given as freely as I have 
received; for the Lord inspires 
me from time to time with such 
lovely thoughts of inspirations: 
So much so that it seem I'll just 
“BURST” with joy of that 
glorious supernatural feeling that 
we receive from God, as the 
Holy Spirit minister unto us: I 
want to share all this, sometimes 
I run or hurry and get my 
notebook and paper to try and 
write down some of those 
beautiful thoughts that is 
GIVEN to me but at times I feel 
condemed when I look at my 
two big fat NOTEBOOKS 
jammed pack with the 
“INSPIRATIONS” that I have 
received, but NOT GIVEN. I 
truly hope you understand what 
I’m trying to say. Thank you for 
reading this. 


Enclosed is a thought that I 
received this morning: not all of 
it--but just a part, it was most 
inspiring to me! Praise God. 


Now Faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen. 


Dear Sir: 


I was healed by the wound in 
His side. . .I was so stirred when 
I read the testimonies in your 
October issue of the Whole 
Truth Paper that I could hardly 
wait to write you. I felt as 
though I was going to burst. . 
.Thank You Jesus. you know I 
just love the Lord, He has been 
so good to me. O, how I love 
Him. O’ praise the Lord. You 
know I thank God for saving me, 
and sanctifying me, and filling 
me with the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost. I thank God for my life, 
health and strength. I know the 
joy of the Lord is my strength. 
One day I was down on my bed 
of affliction 5 years ago. God 
raised me up from a secondary 
phenomenom heart condition. I 
was taking all kinds of pills 
everyday. The doctor told me 
there was no cure for this 
disease. “Thank You Jesus” but 
God, O’ yes Lord, gave me 
another chance to live again. 


For God so loves the world that . 


whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish but have 
everlasting life. ’m so glad He 
saved me, santified me and filled 
me with the precious gift of the 
Holy Ghost. He didn’t have to 
do it, but He did. 5 long years 


ago, “Oh yes Lord” Thank You 
Jesus. After the Lord had saved 
me and sanctified me and filled 
me, I was still taking the pills, 
which was about 2 months later. 
I begin to search God’s word for 
all the healing scriptures I could 
find. I began to rehearse these 
scriptures over and over in my 
mind until they began to 
become a part of me. I believe 
God healed me when he filled 
me with the Holy Ghost. I threw 
away all the pills within a 
month. Afterward I testified 
about it over and over again, and 
I’m still letting the world know 
He lives, He lives in my soul. 
That’s been over 5 years ago. 
‘‘Praise the Lord.” I haven#’t had 
a pill. “Thank you Jesus” living 
off the Word of God. . .after 
that the Lord gave me strength 
to fast and pray. I’m so thankful 
the Lord has strengthened my 
body. I have been able to fast 
without food or water for some 
8 days at a time. “Thank You 
Jesus.” Rom. 12:1 says, “I 
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beseech you therefore brethren 
by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, and acceptable 
unto God which is your 
reasonable service.” “Thank 
God.” I threw out every kind of 
medicine in my cabinet. . .I no 
longer own a medicine cabinet. 


‘Just a cabinet full of the Word 


of God, ““O Thank You Jesus” A 
cabinet to store God’s love, a 
mind to visit the hospitals and 
Convalescent Homes, a cabinet 
of spiritual songs instead of the 
other kind of stuff. “Thank You 
Jesus.” The Lord stuffed my 
cabinet with the love of Jesus in 
my soul. The Lord stuffed my 
cabinet with a burden to win 
souls, a cabinet to serve only 
Christ. 


“Thank you Jesus.” Only what 
you do for Christ will last. I 
gladly gave up the medicine, I 
knew I wanted to grow stronger 
in the way of the Lord. Now ’m 
able to stand on my feet, I don’t 
have the old groggy feeling 
anymore. I love Jesus. O how I 
love Him. I went back to the 
doctor knowing God had healed 
me. I had X-rays made; and had 
some EKG tests, blood tests, etc. 
. taken, everything proved okay. 
No more enlarged heart, no 
more fluid in my lungs, “Thank 
You Jesus,” and no more heart 
mummur. I’m so thankful and 
you know I like these words, 
“Be careful not to claim the 
glory but GIVE THE GLORY 
TO JESUS.” No more I but the 
Christ that dwelleth in me. You 
know just before the Lord saved 
me (about 2 weeks) I had begun 
to read the Bible everyday and 
sometimes all night long, God 
encouraged my heart before He 
saved me, through reading His 
Holy Word. Psalm 68:11 says: 
The Lord gave the Word great 
was the company of those that 
published It. I thank God for my 
Pastor, Elder Earl J. Wright and 
his companion, Sis. G. Wright; of 
the Miller Memorial Church of 
God in Christ. One big happy 
family. 6115 Hartford Ave. 
Church phone: 897-3150 
Detroit, Michigan. 


Please keep up the good work. 


Yours In Christ, 

Sis. Carrie Freeman 

51 Massachusetts-Highland Pk., 
Mich. 48203 


MIRACLE CRUSADE 
REVIVAL 

New Orleans, Louisiana, 
December 3-8, 1979 


New Orleans will NEVER be the 
same! 


“And these signs shall follow 
them that believe...” Mark 
16:17a 


Almighty God manifested 
Himself mightily in the midst of 
Saints and sinners, as many as 
were saved, baptized with the 
Holy Ghost, and delivered from 
physical and mental afflictions. 


Gift ministries were channels for 
His love and power. 


All these things occurred during 
the Crusade hosted by the 
MACEDONIA CHURCH OF 
GOD IN CHRIST, SUPT. DAVE 
JONES, PASTOR. The Crusade 
was conducted by BISHOP J. D. 


Continued on page 6 
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mighty way, since our pastor 
came to Bellport, by the leading 
of God; in the year of 1968, we 
can truly say he has brought us 
from a long way off. Our pastor 
, a praying man, started in a one 
car garage that was given to us 
rent free. Winter had already set 
in, it was very cold in, and 
outside; but I started with two 
children and had Sunday school, 
and church. I never questioned 
God, for He told me: to go to 
Bellport. Many people came by 
and snubbed us. From this small 
group God began to save and fill 
with the Holy Ghost. The 
summer of 1968 we moved to a 
store front, but we soon outgrew 
it, because the Lord was saving 
daily as such as should be saved. 
In the year of 1969, my wife 
and I purchased a building and 
converted it into a church. 


We had good Holy Ghost times 
in this building. In the year of 
1971, the Lord sent 67 souls, 
that was a banner year. We had 
prayer in the morning before we 
went to work. At 6:00 p. m., I 
had to drive 32 miles one way 
and then back 32 miles to be in 
time for work. We had shut-ins 
and noon day prayer. Souls were 
saved, demons spirit were cast 
out. This building could hold 
125. But as we began to look 
around us it was fast filling up. 
People from all walks. of like 
were being saved, people that 
vowed that they would never 
come in are still with us today. 
One lady lived three doors away 
from the church when she had 
to walk pass the church she 
would cross by on the other 
side. But one Sunday, the Spirit 
was so high it drew her in, saved 
her, sanctified her, filled her 
with the Holy Ghost, and she is 
still with us today. We went on 
the radio for two years, 15 
minutes every Sunday morning; 
but this wasn’t my gift God uses 
me by knocking on doors telling 
men and women that Jesus cares 
and can change any life, for we 
are saved by His grace. 


I still believe in consecration. We 
had an all night shut-in and our 
Church Mother (who was eighty 
at the time), prayed with us all 
night. From out of one of these 
consecrations the Lord spoke a 
small clear voice, and said “I 
have a building for you.” The 
Spirit was so high that I looked 
around to see if any one else 
heard what I heard, but the Lord 
was talking directly to me. The 
next day I looked all over 
Bellport and saw no building in 
view. One day the Lord led me 
up to Brookhaven Ave. to a 
construction sight already in 
progress, by the Seven Day 
Adventist. But God told me this 
is it. I said for certain they 
wouldn’t sell it to me at my 
asking price for it was their 
edifice. By this time God had 
taken me off my job and I was 
attending college. I fell that year 
and broke my ankle. While home 
convalescing the phone rang it 
was the Seven Day Adventist, 
they asked me if I wanted to 
buy their Church which was 
only half finished. They wanted 
wanted almost one hundred 
thousand dollars, which I didn’t 
have. I thanked them and told 
them I wouldn’t even try to raise 
such a large sum. They kept 
calling two or three times a 
week, and I would say no. That 


year I attended the Holy 
Convocation in Memphis, 1974. 
I went into Bishop Mason’s 
Prayer Room and God led me on 
a 14 month fast every day it was 
in this fast that God began to 
work, Job 6:8. Oh that I might 
have my request.and that God 
would grant me the things that I 
long for. Then the Seventh Day 
Adventist called me again, and 
this time they told me that they 
would love to meet me because 
they had never seen me. We set 
up an appointment and met with 
their Elders and that day the 
Presiding Bishop’s son was there. 
He was a young man in his early 
twenties, just finishing 
Seminary. He told me to set my 
price and he would see that I got 
it. After much prayer, in May 
1975, my lawyer had me to sign 
the closing contract. This 
building can seat better than 500 
people. We started the task 
Bishop Kelly and _ Bishop 
Washington came and wished me 
well. Bishop Kelly gave me a 
large donation to keep the work 
going. He is a father and a 
gentleman, with his prayers 
behind me I knew we were going 
to make it. Thank God for 
Bishop O. M. Kelly. 


The building is about 40X90. We 
soon ran out of money. To keep 
the story in line the Seventh Day 
Adventist let me set my price. 
They wanted almost 100,000, 
but I told them around twenty 
thousand, and they accepted my 
offer. Many ministers from all 
faiths wanted it but God had it 
for me. We are still praying and 
fasting. My wife was working for 
a wealthy lady, who asked her if 
her husband could use any 
money. Did not God say that 
Gold and silver was His? We 
finished our church at $250.000 
(a quarter of a million dollars), 
and our church is almost paid 
for. If God can’t do it then it 
just can’t be done. Our 
membership has grown. God has 
blessed us. We were filled from 
wall to wall, pew to pew. Thank 
God for my wife who push me 
all along to finish school, 
college, N. Y. Seminary, O. M. 
Kelly Religious Training School, 
and Moody, in Chicago. As I 
look back I realize that I didn’t 
have an uncle, aunt nor a father 
in the Grand Old Church of God 
in Christ, but He brought me 
from the otherside of scratch. 


If God is the best He want us to 
have the best. When I was in a 
store front, house. garage I was 
never satisfied. Brethren if you 
have it in mind, and God speaks, 
do it. We dedicated it to God on 
Sunday, October 10, 1976, 
before a full house. We. are 
grateful to almighty God. He 
gave us over and beyond 
including one acre of property, 
cafeteria, class rooms, Pastor’s 
Study, mother’s room, Baptism 
pool, full basement and His 


glory. 
Please pray for us that we stay 


humble at His feet. So He can 
always use us. When we started I 


had just turned forty two. 
Yours in Christ 
Pastor, Ralph L. Jefferson 


B. Roundtree-Reporter 
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GOD’S CALLED OUT 
PEOPLE 
by 
Elder Kenneth Hammonds 
of San Jose, Calif. 


historians that Bishop C. H. 
Mason had the name of our 
denomination “The Church Of 
God in Christ’”’ revealed to him 
by the Lord in Little Rock, 
Arkansas with the following 
scriptures to support it: I Thess. 
2:14; II Thess. 1:1; and Gal. 
1:22. Let’s examine our name 
“The Church of God in Christ” 
in the light of what we know 
about a ‘‘church.” 


THE CHURCH OF GOD 


First and foremost let it be 
known that we are a called out 
people for God. Our origin, 
purpose, destiny and fulfillment 
is not from man but God. We are 
not the church of Little Rock 
although the name was given 
there. God revealed that we 
would not be able to be 
localized to any one city. We 
cannot be called the church of 
any state, country, or world. We 
cannot even be confined to the 
far corners of this universe for 


there we would be limited by 
the cosmic modalities of space 
and time. We are the church of 
God. Who is our God? Our God 
is the triune God who has 
revealed Himself in the 
scriptures. He is the Creator and 
Sustainer of the universe. 


IN CHRIST 


This is a distinctive phrase that 
sets us apart. In order to get in 
an organization in the world you 
merely “‘join.”” Not so with the 
Church of God in Christ. You 
can’t walk into Christ, you can’t 
talk your way in, sing your way 
in or buy your way in Christ. 
You can’t “join in” you’ve got 
to be “born in.” The Spirit of 
God is the One who must do the 
work, a hand shake or a water 
shake won’t take you back with 
Christ. Only those “in” Christ 
will go “with” Christ. 


Continued from page 5 
MIRACLE CRUSADE 
REVIVAL 
HUSBAND and the 
OUTREACH TEAM OF 
HINSLEY CHAPEL, 
MARIETTA, GEORGIA, along 
with Workers from the 
Macedonia District No. 10, and 

Slidell, La. 


Special music ministry was 
provided by the State Choirs of 
Central Georgia and Louisiana 
East, and the Macedonia Choir. 


Souls were saved (approximately 
76) in every service-morning, 
afternoon outdoor service, and 
evening evangelistic ministry. 


Tracts, Scriptures, and a 
faith-building newsletter were 
distributed throughout the 
Crusade. Prepared cassette tapes 
of Bible teaching by Team 
teachers, were available for the 
Saints. 


Following the morning teaching 
and deliverance service, the 
Saints regrouped to receive 
instructions prior to going out 
each afternoon to conduct an 


Many “churches” today are 
nothing more than social clubs. 
Oh, they have activities, 
fellowships, programs, and 
pastors. Oh yes, we can see 
many “kinds” of churches. 
There is the Social-Gospel 
church which preachers ‘do 
good in the community, but 
don’t tell them of their sin and 
need for the blood of Jesus.” 
There is the Theological-Liberal 
church which preaches, “let’s 
not argue about whether the 
Bible IS the Word of God, let’s 
not worry about the virgin birth, 
let’s not preach about the blood 
of Jesus, and sin, and heaven and 
hell-let’s preach ‘love’.” Now 
there is even a Gay church which 
preaches, “God loves us in our 
sin, so therefure he approves of 
our sin. A matter,of fact it is not 
even sin because I was born this 
way. Maybee even Jesus Christ 
was one of us!”’ 


All of these “churches” will 
dissolve when the earth passes 
away. Jesus Christ is no more 
than our “supreme example” in 
these churches. But Christ said 
He would build His church upon 
the ‘Person to whom Peter 
referred when he called Him 
“the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” For it is in Christ alone 
that we have redemption-the 
forgiveness of sins; it is only in 
Christ that we can be called the 
sons of God; it is only in Christ 
that we can receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost, and it is only 
this church- the church “in 
Christ’’ (not a_ particular 
denomination, but God’s called 
out people) that Christ is 
presenting to Himself. Ephesians 
5:25-26 says that Christ loves 
this church, He gave Himself for 
this church, and He sanctifies 
this church not by water 
baptism but by the spiritual 
catharsis of the Word of God. 


Since we do use the term 
“church” loosely we should be 
careful to let all know that just 
because there is a group who are 
members of the church who 
have come to church to have 
church, does not necessarily 
mean that they are in THE 
CHURCH. 


outdoor service in various City 
housing projects. 


The Macedonia mission-outreach 
workers have begun to do 
follow-up contact with new and 
prospective converts. 


Also, the Lord has opened the 
door to three new ministries as a 
result of the Crusade: a Saturday 
afternoon children’s ministry, a 
prison visitation ministry by a 
group of brothers, and a high 
school teen ministry. 


The spirit of revival was 
continued in two, youth 
emphasis revivals held after the 
Crusade, at Quillen Temple in 
Slidell, and Macedonia. These 
services were also, truly, 
pentecostal-charismatic! 


The Saints are looking forward 
to building up the kingdom of 
God during CRUSADE 
MARIETTA, beginning July 21. 
Elder Dave Jones will be the 
Crusade Revivalist. 


KH HH 
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OLD AGE 
by 
Donald Quillen 


hair. Some even go as far as to 
have hair sewed into their scalp. 


The bionic man, the bionic 
woman, superman, fantasy 
island, etc... all continue to 
foster the attitude that the best 
time in life is when you are 
young. I personally know of old 
people and when I say old I’m 
referring to age 60 plus, who 
only want to be around the 
young. Their belief is that if 
they can hang around the young 
crowd, they remain young 


themselves. You see more and 
more ‘old women’ dating, or 
even marrying young men and of 
course ‘old men’ latching on to 
young women who are young 
enough to be their daughter. 


This denial of the aged or aging 
process is what constitute a 
“crisis.” To live with this denial 
is to insure future 
non-preparation for it. It’s like 
the story of the ‘grasshopper’ 
that played all summer long and 
when winter came he _ was 
without food and clothes and 
shelter and very much alone. 
Two things are sure we often 
say--death and taxes. Well, if we 
live long, old age is certain. We 
can certainly agree with Gail 
Sheehy, it is one of the 
predictable crises of adult life. 
To prepare for it would be one 
of your more reasonable and 
sensible services. 


What about aging and who are 
the aged? Edgar N. Jackson’s 
book, COPING WITH THE 
CRISES IN YOUR LIFE, reveals 
three different types of aging at 
work. One, the chronological, is 
measured by the calendar. Two, 
biological time has its own 
mechanism for measurement; 
some people have old bodies at 
thirty while others are youthful 
and vigorous at seventy. Third, 
psychological time is measured 
by yet another set of standards, 
and the attitude a person has 
toward his own aging may 
hasten or postpone his 
determination. If a person makes 
friends with the aging process, it 
can be friendly to him. If he 
resents and fights aging, it may 


well fight back and he will be 


the loser. 


“ONE MORE TIME IN 
SONG”’ 


Was the theme for South East, 
ll, musical under the direction 
of our State Minister of Music, 
Sis. Gillispie. The Lord poured 
out His blessing in song and 
praise under the anointing of the 
Holy Ghost. Chorus and solo. 
from the Virtuous Church over 
S.E., Ill. They sang out of their 
hearts. The Lord truly blessed in 
songs and praises. ‘“‘Praise ye the 
Lord, sing unto the Lord a new 
song.’ Psalms 149:1 
Refreshments was served by our 
Hospitality Committee; Sis. 
Bigham and her workers on that 
night. 

Lillian Embrey, 

Reporter 

Webster Temple COGIC 

Alton, Ill. 

Asst. Bishop H. Webster, 

Pastor 
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FIRE MAKES DENVER 
CONGREGATION 
HOMELESS 


and he referred to feeling the 
call to serve among people in the 
projects. 


Many of his parishioners from 
the projects “Did just what we 
wanted. They upgraded their 
situation.’’ But with the 
upgrading came moves away 
from the downtown area. 


Now less than ten families in the 
immediate neighborhood attend, 
Porter said, with most of the 
congregation driving in from 
other locations. 


For that reason, Porter is 
considering a move out of the 
older area and is looking at a 
piece of property in Aurora, 
south of I-70 on Chambers 
Road. The gentle preacher says 
he feels the need to be able to 
announce a decision to his 
congregation during January. 


Some major fund-raising and 
ministry events may help in the 
decision. On Jan. 18 and 19 
KQXI radio sponsored a 


radio-thon for Pastor Porter’s. 


‘It’s Prayer Time” radio 
program and the rebuilding 
project. The radio outreach is 
now in its sixth year of six days 
a week broadcasts. 


A prophecy series featuring 
Pastor-Evangelist Cleophas Hall 
from Indianapolis was held Jan. 
20-25, using facilities at the 
Spanish Baptist Church on 
Kalamath. Evening services 
began at 7:45 p.m. 


Pastor Porter has an ambitious 
goal for the combined thrust: 
$100,000 toward construction 
of a church that will have a 700 
seat capacity for worship. 


Also, the congregation begin 
having Sunday morning services 
at Altura Plaza, Colfax and 
Chambers in Aurora. Sunday 
School will be at 9:30 a.m. and 
worship at 11 a.m., with 10:30 
a.m. Sunday School and 12:30 
p.m. worship continuing at the 
Kalamath location! 


Pastor Porter is seeking to make 
the entire Denver area aware of 
the church’s need, from 
individual Christians to civic 
groups and businessmen. 


He is still using a tiny brick 
home at the rear of the church’s 
property for an office, with the 
burned out hull of the church 
building a few feet away. The 
church structure was originally 
built in 1919, and was the first 
church home for Denver First 
Church of the Nazarene. He is 
appealing to Saints everywhere 
for financial help. 


Photo credit to Dick Reynolds, 


“His People Paper” Denver, 
Colo. 
©e® 6 6686. 
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NEARLY 3,000 ATTEND 
RITES FOR -HARVEY 
LEWIS, JR. 

his 29 short years than I have in 
my entire lifetime.” (Bishop 
Kelsey: was founder of his 
denomination in D.C., and has 


seen his followers start nearly 40 
churches in D.C. alone. He has 
pastored Temple COGIC at 14th 
and Park Rd. for.56 years.) 


Harvey Lewis, Jr.’s status as a 
national celebrity came about 
primarily through his music 
ministry. He is regarded as one 
of the foremost gospel 
songwriters ever, and one of the 
most successful Pentecostal 
composers the movement has 
ever had. Denominational 
officials announced at _ the 
funeral that the annual choir 
competition award will be 
named the “Harvey Lewis, Jr. 
Memorial Award’ beginning in 
1980. 

More than 100 original songs 
(plus hundreds of arrangements) 
were created by him. Five of his 
albums have also been released. 
They are: ‘Words from the 
Heart and Songs from the Soul,” 
“Going a Little Further,” “By 
the Time I get to Heaven,” 
“Living in the Good Old Days,” 
and “‘He’s the Greatest.” 


A sixth album, “Only Speak the 
Word,” was recorded in a live 
session at Isle of Patmos Baptist 
Church in D.C. just weeks before 
his death. That album will be 
released by Savoy records soon. 


Not only did Lewis, Jr. write 
and sing and play, he also 
directed numerous choirs and 
founded a music school here 
which provided professional 
training in instruments and voice 
at a nominal cost for many who 
otherwise could not have 
afforded such instruction. The 
Star of Bethlehem Music School 
was founded in 1977. 


Vhile a student at Howard 
University (from which he 
received his bachelor’s degree in 
psychology,) he was active in the 
Howard Gospel Choir. He also 
served as its director for some 
time. 


He had been director of the 
State Youth Choir of the Church 
of God in Christ, as well. But his 
most famous directing was 
associated with the Star of 
Bethlehem Youth Choir, which 
won first place in the choir 
division of the International 
Youth Congress in 1972, 1973, 
1974, 1975 and 1977. Also 
there were numerous trophies 
and awards which he had 
received from various places ever 
since the age of nine, when he 
taught himself to play the organ, 
piano, clarinet, trombone and 
drums. (He also wrote two songs 
at that early age.) 


There were other ways in which 
he was remembered, as well. His 
father said, “In all these years, I 
can truthfully say that Harvey 
never once-not even 
once-disobeyed me. Not only 
that, there was never one time 
that he planned a single musical 
engagement or preaching 
excursion that he did not first 
ask his mother’s permission, 
even after he became a grown 
man.” 


The Rev. George B. Rogers, 
pastor of Isle of Patmos, recalled 
how Harvey would always bow 
and fold his hands in a 
mannerism that he _ used 
whenever he wanted to ask 
someone’s pardon for the least 
thing. “It was typical of the 
humility this man had,” Rogers 
said. 


One minister also recalled how 
Lewis (after his operation for 
cancer) took him into his study, 
stripped his shirt, and displayed 
where the incision ran from his 
shoulder all around his stomach 
and behind his back. “I know 
now what Paul meant when he 
said, ‘I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus,’ ” 
Harvey had stated. 


But Harvey Lewis, Jr., was a 
deeply spiritual person, who 
never felt sorry for himself. Prior 
to his death, a service in his 
honor was held at the Temple 
COGIC, planned largely by Mrs. 


Mildred Linzy (who also was 
responsible for Lewis’ recording 
for Savoy.) At that service, he 
testified that he was trusting 
God for his healing. But he 
added, in an admonition 
especially to young people, 
whom he loved, “You can go to 
heaven with cancer in your 
body, but you can’t go there 
with sin in your life.” 


At the age of 15, Harvey Lewis, 
Jr. told his parents he felt 
“called to the ministry.” In 
1972, he was ordained an elder. 
Sunday school teaching, 
directing his church’s day care 
center, and counseling with 
others occupied his time also. 


Counseling was, of course, his 
skill by training. In addition to 
his undergraduate degree in 
1971, he earned two masters’ 
degrees in counseling (from 
Federal City College in 1974,) 
and psychology (from the 
University of Maryland in 1979.) 
At the time of his death, an 
article he wrote on “A Theory 
of Conscience” was at press. It 
appears in the current issue of 
SPIRIT: A JOURNAL OF 
ISSUES INCIDENT TO BLACK 
PENTECOSTALISM. 


To a large extend, counseling 
was his practical theology, 
serving as a bridge by which he 
served those who never attended 
church. Formerly he was a 
counselor for the D. C. 
Community Mental Health 
Center and the D.C. Narcotics 
Treatment Administration. (He 
had also briefly been an 
instructor in psychology at the 
University of Maryland.) At the 
time he died, he was employed 
as a staff researcher at Howard 
University Hospital. 
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GUEST EDITORIAL 
HOW PATRIOTIC 
SHOULD A CHRISTIAN 
BE? 

PART III (Conclusion) 
by 

Roger William Thomas 


degenerate into passivism. A case 
can be made for Christian 
pacifism but not for Christian 
passivism. Jesus indicated that 
blessedness belongs to the 
peacemakers. Actively opposing 
evil demands a hunger and thirst 
for righteousness. At the very 
least, this demand prohibits the 
Christian from being drawn into 
a position that passively 
condones evil. 


WITNESS 
REBELLION 


AGAINST 


A fourth characterist of the 


The funeral service for Lewis, Jr. 
lasted for nearly four hours. 
Both the State Youth Choir and 
the Star of Bethlehem Choir, 
which he directed before his 
death, sang. All selections had 
been written by him, including 
“Only Speak the Word,” “Going 
Up Younder,” “Better Off in 
Glory Land,” and “By the Time 
I Get to Heaven.” 


In an amazing display of 
strength, family members took 
an active role in the funeral. A 
sister, Winona Lewis Jones, was 
one of the soloists; and his 
father preached briefly. There 
was very little crying; instead, 
the memorial had an air of joy 
and assurance. As one person 
put it, “There’s not a person 
anywhere who doubts that 
Harvey is up in heaven right 
now, writing a new song for 
Heaven’s choir.” 


Master-of ceremonies was Elder 
Witcher; Elder Robert Whittaker 
gave the invocation; Elders 
Herbert Ragin and Truman 
Martin read the scriptures; Bessie 
Scott and Doris Whitaker read 
acknowledgments. 


Pallbearers were: Carl Steed, 
Rudolph Keyes, Tommy Rogers, 
Dale Talbert, Kenneth Spears, 
James Meredith, Jr., Warren 
Crudup, Jr., Willie Wilson, 
Timothy Champ, Wallace 
Williams, Lloyd Coles, III, 
Ramon Beato, Fred Carson, 
Joseph Whitaker, Dave Joseph, 


Walter Rollins, Jeff Parker, 
Percy Wynn, Jr., Maryland 
Hinton, William Holmes, 


Jonathan Adams, and David 
Mason. 

@$ @ @ @® @ @ @ 
Christ-like life demands equal 
emphasis. The Jesus-follower is a 
submitted person. A hallmark of 
the Spirit-filled person in his 
attitude of submission to others 
(Eph. 5:18-21.) This submission 
is not determined by whether 
the other person or institution 
respects that submission or 
responds to it with appreciation 
and kindness but by the 
believer’s ultimate submission to 
the Lord. 


The role of submission is 
especially crucial with respect to 
the government. The New 
Testament’s insistence that a 
Christian obey the law and 
submit to the government grew 
out of the knowledge that an 
attitude of rebellion is 
contagious. Christians must set 
an example of respect for law 
and justice for the sake of peace 
and order without which the 
discipling of the nations is 
virtually impossible. (I Tim. 
2:1-2.) A Christian is a free man 
in Christ, but he must be careful 
to use that freedom in such a 
way that he does not encourage 
evil on the part of others (I Pet. 
2:16.) The discipline of Jesus 
must display submission to the 
powers that be-limited only by 


the Lordship of Christ. 
Finally, one last biblical 
principle must control the 


Christian response to the God 
and country dilemma-the 
preeminence of love. The key to 
Romans 13 is verses 7 and 8, 
“Pay all of them their dues, 
taxes to whom taxes is due, 
revenue to whom revenue is due, 
respect to whom respect is due, 
honor to whom honor is due. 
Owe no one anything, expect to 
love one another; for he who 


Harvey Lewis, Jr. (born May 23, 
1950 in Red Oak, N.C.) is 
survived by his wife, Gwendolyn 
Griffin Lewis, and two children: 
Ellaina and Harvey Vernon; his 
parents, Elder and Mrs. Harvey 
Lewis, Sr.; sisters, Gloria 
Bennaugh and Winona Jones; 


nine great-aunts, Queen Mother 


Buelah, Nemesis and Mrs. Carrie 
Thorne, Mrs. Arletha Jones, Mrs. 
Savannah Hargrove, Mrs. Nettie 
Taylor, Mrs. Surrina Wooten, 
Mrs. Minnie Douglas, Mrs. 
Maggie Kemp, Mrs. Rosa Avent. 


Also surviving are three 
preat-uncles, Albert Lewis, Elder 
Johnnie Lewis, and Walter 
Gaylor; eight aunts, Mrs. 
Catherine Canady, Mrs. Irene 
Hedgepeth, Mrs. Delores Thorne, 
Mrs. Janie Kelly, Mrs. Maggie 
Murray, Mrs. Eula Hagans, Mrs. 
Hazel Carney; four uncles, Isaiah 
Lewis, Cleveland Lewis, the Rev. 
W. B. Lewis, the Rev. Cornelius 
Avent; three nieces, three 
nephews, and many other 
relatives and friends. 


Elder A. D. Headen is pastor of 
Refreshing Spring, where the 
funeral was held. 


loves his neighbor had fulfilled 
the law.” 


A Christian should appreciate 
and acknowledge the benefits of 
even a bad government. And his 
life should show it! Even when 
believers are persecuted and 
harassed by an evil ruler they are 
not freed from their 
responsibility to love-even when 
everyone else is hating. 


The preeminence of love 
requires that a Christian oppose 
il at all times, but not with 
more evil! He cannot respond to 
hate with more hate, or violence 
with more violence. His response 
must demonstrate the radical 
nature of his commitment to 
Christ. When Jesus was arrested, 
Peter, drew his sword and 
attempted to defend his Lord 
with violence. Jesus stopped him 
with an emphatic “No!” That 
one brief incident should have 
been enough to disarm the 
Christian community of its 
““worldly”’ weapons forever. 


The symbel of the faith is a 
cross, not a sword. 
Unfortunately may have yet to 
learn Paul’s lesson that the only 
way to respond to opposition 
and harassament is with “purity, 
knowledge, forbearance, 
kindness, the Holy Spirit, 
genuine love, truthful speech, 
and the power of God; with the 
weapons of righteousness for the 
right hand and the left’? (II Cor. 
6:6-7) 


Even the governmental 
harrassment and opposition to 
the Christian community 
became critical, the apostles 
appealed to the saints to respond 
to Caesar just as Jesus did. The 
believers were told to honor and 
obey the officers (Rom. 13:1-5, 
I Pet. 2:13-17,) to pay their 
taxes as responsible citizens 
(Rom. 13:6-7, Titus 3:1,) and to 
faithfully pray for their political 
leaders (I Tim. 2:1-2.) The 
follower of Jesus was called 
upon to live with the constant 
tension of life in two worlds. He 
was to respect and submit to 
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HOTEL RESERVATION FORM 


Bi aig 
PLEASE FILL OUT FORM COMPLETELY 


MAIL TO: 
UNAC HOUSING BUREAU 


555 - 17th Street 
Miami Beach, Florida 33139 


UNITED NATIONAL AUXILIARIES’ CONVENTION 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 


MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


JULY 7 - 13, 1980 S. 


wA registration fee of $10.00 for each adult and $5.00 for each child under 12 must 
accompany this form in order to receive convention rates. Please REMIT BY CASHIER’S 
CHECK OR MONEY ORDER MADE PAYABLE TO COGIC - UNAC - 5. 


* Hote! placement will be made in the order 


* 


To better serve your needs, please submit 


only one room request on each form. You 
may obtain additional forms by photocopying 
this sheet, or requesting more from the 
UNAC, P.O. Box 2906, Lafayette, Louisiana 


received. Your first choice will be assigned if 
rooms are available, otherwise you will be 
assigned to hotels of your other choices. 
Confirmation will be made by the hotel. 


70502 or UNAC HOUSING BUREAU. 


¥¢ For additional information for groups contact UNAC Housing Bureau, 555 - 17th Street, Miami 
33139 or call (305) 673-7065: 


Beach, Florida 


HOTEL OR MOTEL PREFERENCES 


TStEGNOICE ate lntds sla 


2nd Choice _ 


3rd Choice 


ARRIVAL DATE: 


DEPARTURE DATE: 


NAMES OF ALL OCCUPANTS (indicate those 


sharing room) 


MAIL CONFIRMATION TO: 
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GENERAL SECRETARY’S 
OFFICE CONDUCTS 
NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP 
SURVEY 


the role of your Credital Holders 
confused with your financial 
report which is an entirely 
different report which goes to 


CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST PUBLISHING HOUSE 


the Office of the Financial 
Secretary. Please note the report 
you send to us has nothing to do 
with finance. 


Another giant step is being taken 
by the Office of the General 
Secretary, the statical data to 
ascertain the numberical 
strength of the Church of God in 
Christ throughout the world. 
The Census Bureau of the 


291 Hernando Street « P. O. Box 2017 
Memphis, Tennessee 38101 


4525 Mount Vernon Dr, 
Los ANGELES, C4, 90043. 
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United States “Government is 
preparing to take census of our 
country this year. Why can’t we 
in the Church of God in Christ 
be as concerned about our 
Church and its statical data, as 
the United States Government is 
about its citizens. The Census 


Bureau has invited yours truly 
and the members of my staff to 
Washington, D.C. at government 
expense to assist us in the 
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compiling of the necessary 
information for our Church 
census. A membérship survey is 
being conducted by the 
Research Survey Board of the 
Office of the General Secretary, 
with Elder R. Bloomingburg and 
Elder LeDall Thomas as 
co-ordinator. 


No doubt letters have already 
been received by _ the 
Jurisdictional Bishops and 
similar letters are being sent to 
every Pastor requesting the kind 
of information we need to 
complete the survey. We trust 
that all Pastors will assist the 
Office of the General Secretary 
by submitting this information 
IT IS ONLY FOR STATICAL 
PURPOSES! We are depending 
upon you to help us get the job 
done. We need the support of 
the Bishops to encourage the 
Pastors in your jurisdiction in 
making a timely submission of 
this information. We have 
cleared the course of action and 
it has been endorsed by 
Presiding Bishop Patterson and 
the General Board, Bishop J. 
Howard Sherman the Chairman 
of the Council of Bishops and 
Dr. A. D. Baxter the Chairman 
of the Pastors and Elders 
Council. We would like to 
receive this information as soon 


BISHOP F. E. PERRY 
COORDINATOR 


as possible. The completion of 
this mammoth task will be one 
of the biggest break throughs in 
our Church history. It would be 
a gratifing accomplishment and a 
credit to our Church, to be able 
to present to the General 
Assembly a documented report 
of the number of Churches, 
Missions, and Credital Holders in 
their various categories and the 
total lay membership of our 
Church. This would also speak 
well of our Church. in 
govermental and religious circles 
throughout the world, we solicit 
your prayers. 


May God Bless you as we 
commence to do the task that 
God has given us for 1980. 


Bishop German R. Ross 
General Secretary 
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HOW PATRIOTIC SHOULD 

CHRISTIANS BE? 
by 
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Caesar because of his Lord. Yet 
at the same time, he was to 
never forget that Caesar was not 
Lord. 


Someday the tension between 
Christ and Caesar will be wiped 
from the face of history with 
one final movement of God’s 
hand. In that great day of 
triumph all of the nations of the 
world shall bow before the Lord 
of Glory. “At the name of Jesus 
every knee shall bow and every 
tongue shall confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father” (Phil. 2:10-11.) 
Until that day arrives our 
constant plea remains: 
Maranatha, Lord Jesus 
Maranatha! 
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Use Church of God in 
Christ Sunday School 
literature. YPWW, Bible 
Band and Home and 
Foreign Mission Topics 


